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Experience of PSC shared at
Mumbai seminar

At a seminar in Mumbai, India
attended by some 500 seafarers and
representatives from shipping com-
panies and governments around the
world, the Director of Marine, Mr
Roger Tupper, shared Hong Kong’s
experience of Port State Control (PSC)
inspections.

The annual seafarer seminar, with
the theme “Role of Complacency
in Accidents’, was organised by the
Anglo-Eastern Group from March 1
to 2, 2011.

Mr Tupper told the seminar that the
Marine Department (MD) is respon-
sible for the PSC activities to ensure

that ships visiting the port of
Hong Kong comply with the safety
and marine pollution prevention
requirements.

At present, six PSC Officers, who
are competent surveyors, are respon-
sible for carrying out PSC inspections
for 15% of individual ships visiting
Hong Kong which numbers about 730
ships a year.

The detention rate of PSC in Hong
Kong over the last three years has
decreased from 4.11% to 2.86%. A
similar trend is seen on the deficiency
rate that fell from 3.55 to 2.27 deficien-
cies per inspection in the same period.
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Hundreds of guests attending the annual seafarer seminar in Mumbai.
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The statistics indicate a gradual
improvement in the safety standard
for the ships visiting Hong Kong.

In 2010, the most frequent detain-
able deficiencies identified are: (1) fire
safety measures occupying 20% of the
total detainable deficiencies, such as
deficient emergency fire pumps; (2)
life saving equipment at 16% such as
life buoys and lifeboats; (3) loadline
items at 14% such as ventilators; (4)
general safety at 11% such as ship
structures, and machinery and electri-
cal appliances; and (5) MARPOL
items at 10% such as oil water separa-
tors. This information is periodically
promulgated to the shipowners and
masters of Hong Kong-registered
ships to heighten their state of aware-
ness when meeting overseas PSC
inspections.

Mr Tupper also noted that as a major
flag state, the MD collects the PSC
information of Hong Kong-registered
ships from all PSC MOU regimes to
evaluate the performance of the fleet.
The general performance of the Hong
Kong-registered ships is better than
the average performance of the world
fleet. In particular, the detention
rate of Hong Kong-registered ships
is about one-third of the worldwide
average.

To further promote the culture of
safety awareness of the fleet, the MD
has organised the “Best Performance
in PSC Award” to the top five ship
management companies with out-
standing PSC performance of their

fleets. B
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Maritime training facilities \
aim for quality seafarers

During the annual seafarer seminar
entitled “Role of Complacency in
Accidents’, arrangements were made
for the visiting shipowners and
government representatives to see
for themselves two maritime training
facilities run by the Anglo-Eastern
Group to foster a steady supply of
quality seafarers.

Occupying a total area of over
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1,560 square metres, the Anglo-
Eastern Maritime Training Centre
(AEMTC) is equipped with naviga-
tion, engine, and liquid and gas cargo
handling simulators and an audito-
rium. The AEMTC offers courses,
such as bridge team management
courses, approved by certifying bodies
in the UK and India.

Inaugurating an instru-
mentation trainer for
coaching marine engi-
neers in the field of
automation and control
systems, the Director
of Marine, Mr Roger
Tupper, noted at the
AEMTC that such
training equipment
_ was necessary to
8 create onboard situ-
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ations and control processes to
educate the engineers in the field of
trouble shooting and fault finding. He
added that ship management com-
panies had to advance with tech-
nology, and that training did not come
second to any other shipping activities.

Shipowners and government repre-
sentatives attending the seminar also
visited a pre-sea training facility, the
Anglo-Eastern Maritime Academy
(AEMA), which is situated on the
outskirts of Mumbai. Established in
2009, the AEMA trains some 240 deck
and engineer trainees each year. The
courses on offer include a one-year
Diploma in Nautical Science affiliated
to the Indian Maritime University and
a one-year Marine Engineering course
for graduate mechanical engineers. &






